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PASTORAL PONDERINGS 
 

Much concern has been expressed in recent weeks about the homeless man who has 
taken-up residence in the vacant “lean-to” behind the West End Flower Shop.  We have 
discovered that he has spent some nights on church property.  I have spoken with a 
number of our members about your concerns, and some of these conversations have 
included some strategizing about what we as a church and we as the Bedford 
community might do in regard to his situation and the similar plight of other homeless 
men in Bedford.  With winter approaching, I believe that it is time to update the 
congregation on the conversations around the church, and the plans that are 
developing in our community. 
Let me first say that Al, the gentlemen who has “adopted” us, is a long-time Bedford 
resident.  He is almost always gentle and polite.  When we speak with him respectfully, 
and we are clear with him about what is and isn’t appropriate behavior, he is 
cooperative.  We have nothing to fear from him.  We know of only one incident (at the 
Presbyterian Church) where he was not cooperative.  Even then he was not, to my 
knowledge, physically threatening.  
Plans are being made, once again, for an overnight warming center for homeless men in 
Bedford.  Such a center has operated for the past 4 or 5 winters, staffed by volunteers 
from area churches.  The target opening date is January 1.  The old Salvation Army 
building, which the City of Bedford now owns, will become available on that date.  The 
only way that the warming center can open earlier is if the city, or some other entity, 
steps forward with an alternative site that will be available earlier.  
Last winter, 19 different individuals stayed at the warming center for at least one night.  
6 of these men were regulars.  Of those 6, 2 have since passed away. 
The group, led by Father Rick at St. Vincent’s Roman Catholic Church, that is working on 
the warming center is also looking at the possibility of opening a men’s homeless 
shelter that, if I understand the plan correctly, would operate year-round.  A tentative 
site has been located and discussions are ongoing with Catholic Charities around the 
possibility that they might oversee the project (as they did when Becky’s Place, the 
shelter for woman, was established several years ago).  But this plan is not likely to 
come to fruition during the winter of 2017-2018. 
 
(Continued next page) 



 
In the meantime, Bertha’s Mission is open Tues-Thursdays from about noon to 5 pm.  
Anyone can drop-in for a meal, access to computers, supportive conversation, and other 
social services.  I will continue to encourage Al and our other homeless neighbors to avail 
themselves to these services.  
While we need to be concerned about the well-being of these children of God, we also 
need to be concerned about the well-being of church property.  Toward that end, anyone 
who is holding a meeting or hosting an event is asked to please lock the church doors 15 
minutes after your scheduled start time.  Please ensure, as well, that doors are latched 
and locked when you leave the building.  Furthermore, our custodian, Steve Harrell, has 
been directed to walk around the outside of the building each Sunday morning and tell 
anyone whom he may discover sleeping on church grounds that it is time to get-up and 
move along.  I am also making it clear to our homeless neighbors that the outside walls of 
the church are not to be used as a bathroom.  They are being told as well that failure to 
respect the church building will result in the police being called. 
This is a challenging situation that obligates us to be, in Jesus’ words, “wise as serpents 
and innocent as doves” (Matthew 10:16).  Wisdom dictates that we must put reasonable 
boundaries in place to protect ourselves and the church building.  But innocence 
(gentleness) dictates that we must remember as well that neighbors who are struggling 
with homelessness and addiction are among those whom Jesus called, “the least of 
these.”  Jesus had such a special place in his heart for these lost and lonely souls that he 
said that when we care for one of them, we care for him (Matthew 25:40).  Toward this 
end, I have invited our homeless neighbors to join us for church on Sunday.   And I have 
said to Al that when it’s raining (but only when it’s raining), he can sleep under our 
carport.  And as we begin to think about our future ministry, we need to be open to the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit in regard to how we are called to further care for the least, the 
lost and the lonely.  For example, we have a lot of good space in our building that is 
underutilized.  Perhaps we need to be thinking about ways in which we can use this space 
to minister to those who are struggling with addictions and/or homelessness.  There are 
all sorts of possibilities: from hosting an AA group, to contracting with an agency that 
would offer recovery services, to providing shelter.  At the very least, we need to be 
praying about such things.   
We are a congregation with a long history of compassion for our neighbors in Bedford and 
around the world who are in need.  May God grant us the wisdom to discern how to 
continue this heritage of helping as we move into the future. 
 
Blessings! 
Pastor Bruce 



 
You are invited to share in the joy of 
the arrival of baby boy Luca Tahere, 

along with his parents Christa and Da-
vid and big brother Jude, on Sunday, 
November 5, immediately following 
worship.  During our regular fellow-
ship hour, we will celebrate the birth 
of baby Luca with a Baby Brunch of 

blessings. 
 

Christa is registered at Target. 
 

Gift Cards 
and Diapers make 

great gifts 





Help Wanted:  

The Children's Ministry is in need of kind, and loving people to staff 

the nursery and toddler room on Sundays. Contact Marsha Ochs to 

be put on the schedule. 

The Worship Ministry is searching for an adult or adults to help 

with the acolytes on Sunday mornings. This will include sending them forward at the 

beginning of worship and at the end of worship. Contact the church office for more info. 

Disciples Women's Fellowship 

Monday, November 13, starting at 7:00 p.m. Jackie Robbins will do a 

devotional and refreshments will be prepared by Liz McKenzie, Helen 

Merchant and Janet Cunningham. All women are welcome. 

Coat Bank Information 
The 2017 dates for the 

Coat Bank are:  
Saturdays:  

November 4 and 11. 
Times are  

10:00 am - 1:00 pm.  

The third Saturday of each month our men get together for  
fellowship and FOOD! Breakfast starts at 9:00 am. Their next get 
together is on Saturday, November 18, in the Fellowship Hall. All 

men are invited and bring a friend.   

An ancient tradition of the Church is to 
remember those saints who have passed  
away over the previous year.  On Sunday, 

November 5, we will remember and honor 
those saints during Sunday morning 

worship. We will light a candle in their 
memory and a bell will chime when their name is read. We 

invite you to join us for worship at 10:30 am. 

Sunday, 
November 12, 
during morning 
worship, we will 

honor our veterans. If you or someone you 
know is a veteran of any era, you are invited 

to join us. Worship starts at 10:30 am. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

November 

9:30 am Sunday 

School 

10:30 am Worship 

 

  All Saints Sunday 

8:45 am Elder’s 

Meeting 

9:30 am Sunday 

School 

10:30 Worship  

11:30 Baby 

Brunch/ Fellowship 

Hour 

6:00 pm 

Worship 

Committee Mtg 

 

7:00 pm 

Outreach 

Committee Mtg 

3:30 pm -  

5:30 pm 

9:00 am  

     9:30 am 

Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship 

11:30 pm 

Thanksgiving 

Luncheon 

1:00 pm 

Homebound 

Communion 

6:00 pm   

Board Meeting 

Flour, Sugar & Baking 
Supplies for L.I.F.E 
Pantry. All packages 
can be placed in the 

baskets located in the 
foyer. Any food you 
wish to donate is 

welcome any month. 
 
 

3:30 pm -   

5:30 pm 

Pastor’s Class 

4:15 pm - 5:15 pm 

Women’s 

Fellowship 7:00 pm 

 

6:15 pm - 7:30 pm 

6:15 pm - 7:30 pm 

6:15 pm - 7:30 pm 

9:30 am Sunday 

School 

10:30 am Worship 

Baptism Service 

Veteran’s Day 

Service 

 

6:15 pm - 7:30 pm 

Coat Bank  

10:00 am - 

1:00 pm 

Coat Bank  

10:00 am - 

1:00 pm 

3:30 pm -  

5:30 pm 

Happy Thanksgiving - Office Closed 

3:30 pm -  

5:30 pm 



 
     

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Please 
let our 
office 

know if 
we don’t 

have 
your  

birthday. 

      November 
 

11/01  Carolyn Tumey 
11/01  Vivian Fishel 
11/01  Karen Anderson 
11/03 George Sorrells 
11/03 Sharon Waggoner 
11/04 John Dixon 
11/08 Carol Blackwell 
11/20 Amy Holbrook 
11/22  Diana Jo Terry 
11/26 John Grissom 
11/26 Helen Merchant 
11/29 Bob Bunch 
11/29 Ellie Grissom 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday to you,  
Happy Birthday  to you, 

Happy Birthday dear friends, 
Happy Birthday to you. 



             SERVING SCHEDULE:  
 
November 
 

Elders: 
Christie Maxwell 
Jack Maxwell 

 

Deacons: 
Suzanne Coleman 
George Sorrells 
*Ginny Jones 
*Linda Smith 
Mona Miller 
Lee Waltz 
 

Steward: 
Barbara Sorrells 

 

 

 
 
 
 

If you cannot serve, please contact  
another Elder, Deacon or Steward and 

arrange to trade dates. 
 

Deacons marked with * are scheduled  
to assist the Elders with  

Homebound Communion  
on the third Sunday  

of each month. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
*November: 

 Karen Anderson 
 Lee Waltz 
 Linda Smith  

*December: 
 Bonnie Duncan 
 Donna Myers 
 Bev Wray 
  

 
 
 
 

 
Hospitality and Welcome Table 

*November: 
05 Barbara Sorrells 
12 Mitzi Flynn 
19 Jackie Robbins 
26 Mona Miller 
 
*December: 
03 Cathy Allman 
10 Pat Bell 
17 Suzanne Coleman 
24 JoAnn George  
31 Kathy Owen 
 

 
 
 
 

December 
 

Elders: 
Jamie Blackwell 
Nancy Mains 

 

Deacons: 
Mitzi Flynn 
Cathy Allman 
*Pat Romine 
*Donna Myers 
Steve Harrell 
Kathy Wray 
 

Steward: 
Amanda Ochs 

*If you are unable to be a greeter or staff the Hospitality and Welcome Table,  
please find a replacement and arrange to trade dates.  



We remember the following friends and loved ones in our prayers: 
Don Allen, Dee Anderson, Savanna Bailey, Francena Beasley & Family, Dean Blackwell, Randy Brady, 
Basil Briscoe, Don "Leroy" Briscoe, June Briscoe, Danny Briscoe, Debbie Burgess, Bill Bunch, Dawson 
Bunch, David Bunch, Brandy Busz, Jerry Byrd, Gloria Canada, Westin Clausen, Aaron Collier, Gaye 
Conner, Janet Cooper, Mary Cordeiro, John W. Cox, Bob Crafton, Don Crafton, Tim Crafton, Diane 
Dillon, Matthew Drude, Dyan Duncan, Danny Dyke, Aaron Evans, Wilber Fields, John Flynn, Natalie 
Forte, Eileen Gage, Dawna Gee, Stephanie Grissom, Julanna Hornocker, Walter Howell, Carolyn 
Johnson, Kimberly Johnson, Stephanie Johnson, Bill Jones, Beverly Sullivan Kirkman, Kim Kern, Adam 
Lane, Ed Laverny, Alan Lewis, Maggie B. Lewis, Daven Lindley, Bev Lockhart, George Lockhart, Josh 
Love, Tim Lubinski, Michael Martin, Ashley Maxwell, Tom May, Averi McArtor, Patricia McClure, 
Laverne Meadows, Jan Merchant, Judy Merchant, Bill Miller, Frank Miller, Mariah Mills, Harmony 
Mosier, Greg Musol, Marilyn Olson, Nancy Pace, Cynthia Palmer, Ross Pentzer, Kathy Philpot, Karen 
Pittman, Chase Loran Roach, Barbara Roach, Chuck Robbins, Lydia Roberson, Michael Roberts, Guy 
Rumsey, Jill Sandburn, Josie Sargent, Jim Sears, Curt Sherrill, Kim Short, Ruby Sides, Naomi Sides, 
Natalie Sides, Nelson Sides, Janell Sides, Nora Sides, Dick Sides, Dee Sivey, Bryan Smith, Dave Smith, 
Janet Smith, Lexi Smith, Laverne Speer, Toni Star, Dorothy Stone, Nancy Strunk, Angela Sturgeon, 
Gene Swain, Candace Sykes, Megan Tincher, Don Tirey, Jim Tomes, George Tullette, Sharon 
Waggoner, Betty Wagoner, Carol Wieneke, Jerene Wigley, Matt & Heather Wilson, Maurice & Marge 
Wilson, Morris Wilson, Emily Wingo, Renee Worthington, Doris Wykoff, Trent Wykoff, Sarah Zell, Jed 
and Melanie Zumhingst.  
 
Those unable to be with us in Worship: Bonnie Blackwell, Bob Bunch, Janet Cunningham, Barbara 
Hall, Jacob Householder, John and Ellie Grissom, Shirley McMunn, Marilyn Olson, Rosalie Roberts, 
Warren Smith, Jimmy Waggoner.  
 
Those away from home serving the church, in military and civil service, for education and work. 
 

Please advise Elder Jack Maxwell, or the church office of any new prayer concerns,  
corrections or updates. 

A Morning Prayer: 
God of light, thank you for another day. With each hour, may I be watchful for signs of your 
grace, ready to show your love, and eager to tell the good news of Jesus Christ. Make me more 
faithful than I was yesterday, and lead me in the paths of righteousness. Amen. 
 
An Evening Prayer: 
Thank you for the challenges and blessings of this day, O God. If I kept faith with you, thank you 
for your Spirit’s help. If I looked away from you, turn me back around. As night falls, I relinquish 
my pride and my fear and entrust all whom I love to your care, with prayers for a peaceful rest; 
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 



First Christian Church                      
(Disciples of Christ) 

1101 15th Street  -  Bedford, Indiana  -  47421  -  812-275-4497 
   

 
We are Disciples of Christ,  

A movement for wholeness in 
a fragmented world.  As part of 

the one body of Christ, we 
welcome all to the Lord’s Table 

as God has welcomed us. 
 

*Disciples of Christ Statement of Identity 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday:  
8:00 am-4:00 pm 

Closed 12-12:30 for Lunch 
 

PASTOR BRUCE’S OFFICE HOURS: 

Tuesday and Wednesday: 
9:30 am - 2:00 pm 

CUSTODIAN’S HOURS: 

Monday - Friday:  
8:00 am -  12:00 pm 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Web Page: www.firstccbedford.org 
 

Facebook: First Christian Church Bedford - DOC 
 

Camp Facebook: Bedford Christian Camp 

CHURCH STAFF: 
 

Pastor:   
Rev. Bruce Ervin 

E-Mail:   
pastor@firstccbedford.org 

 

Music Ministry: 
Choir Director: 
Christa Tahere 

E-Mail:   
christa.tahere@me.com 

Organist: 
Mary Ruth Yates  

 

Administrative Assistant:   
Mitzi Flynn 

E-Mail:   
office@firstccbedford.org 

 

Custodian:   
Steve Harrell 

UPCOMING WORSHIP READINGS  

Nov 5: Matthew 23:1-12  
Theme: Holy Humility  
Nov 12: Matthew 25:1-13  
Theme: Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning  
Nov 19: Matthew 25:14-30  
Theme: Abundant Giving, Abundant Living  
Nov 26: Matthew 25:31-46  
Theme: Reign of Christ Sunday   

Come Worship  
With Us! 

Sunday School 
9:30 am 

Worship Service 
10:30 am 


